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CEBU MARITIME REGIONAL OFFICE MILESTONES : 1976 – ONWARD

The Cebu Maritime Regional Office has been in the forefront of maritime regional operations since its activation in 1976. The following report chronicles the important events that unfolded during its twenty-one (21) years of existence. 

1976 The then Cebu Maritime Regional Office (CMDO) was among of the six (6) district offices activated by MARINA to assist in the implementation of the vessel registration and documentation functions transferred from the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) with the issuance of PD 761 on 31 July 1975. Atty. Gavino Velasquez became its first Maritime District Officer. Another lawyer succeeded him in the person of Atty. Leonardo Punzalan.

1977 However, this particular MARINA function was short-lived as it was reverted back to the PCG on 18 December 1976 with the issuance of PD 1064. This resulted in the abolition of the activated district offices in 1977 including CMDO.

1978
No operation

1979
CMDO was re-activated in line with MARINA's efforts to make its services more readily available to other parts of the country. Engr. Roy Se was appointed Maritime District Officer during the resumption of its operation.   


(Atty. Carmelito Sia and Mr. Emerson L. Lorenzo also served as Maritime District Officers in between 1979 and 1985)

1985
Atty. Glenn G. Cabañez assumed as Maritime District Officer in November in place of Mr. Lorenzo who opted to go back to MARINA Central Office.

1986 The Visayan Association of Ferryboat Service Operators (later changed to Visayan Association of Ferryboat and Coastwise Service Operators) was formed through the efforts of Director Glenn G. Cabañez. VAFCSO which is composed of some 30 middle-sized shipping companies and operators remains an active participant during industry consultations conducted by MARINA up to now.     

Conducted a Legalization Program of Colorum Motorbanca Operators in Cebu, Tacloban, Catbalogan, Surigao, Tagbilaran, Ozamis and Butuan. 

1988 CMDO was upgraded into a full-time maritime regional office. The official title of the office was then changed to Cebu Maritime Regional Office (CMRO).
1990
Typhoon Ruping hit Cebu on 13 November destroying most of the records of the office. Around 38 vessels also sank in Cebu at the height of the typhoon.

1991
Mr. Roberto C. Arceo assumed as Regional Director  effective 5 March vice Atty. Glenn G. Cabañez who was transferred to the Batangas Maritime Regional Office.

1992 The Devolution of Franchising Function to Local Government Units was pilot tested in the Province of Bohol. The highlight of the activity was the signing on 5 March 1992 of the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between MARINA  represented by Administrator Philip S. Tuazon and the Province of Bohol represented by Governor Constancio Torralba. 

Launched the first ever Waterfront Accessibility Project in Cebu City on 24 July. This trailblazing project was the brainchild of Director Roberto C. Arceo, The provisions of  MARINA MC 98 on the implementation of the Accessibility Law (BP 344) were patterned after the concept of this project. 

1993
Ms. Nannette Z. Villamor assumed as Regional Director in July replacing Director Arceo who was appointed Chief of Staff, MARINA Central Office.  Mr. Arceo eventually re-assumed his previous position as Regional Director  of CMRO in September.    

1994 The extension offices in Tagbilaran and Dumaguete were established  to assist in the implementation of the vessel registration and safety regulatory functions transferred from the PCG to the MARINA pursuant to EO 125/125-A.

1996
Hosted the National Convention of the Tri-partite Committee on Maritime Safety on 17 October. The convention culminated with the signing of the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) by the respective heads of MARINA, PCG and MARIG which defined the functions of each  agency  concerning maritime safety.

1997
Inaugurated its new office on 14 January located at the 2/F, Telof Bldg., Port Area, Cebu City .  


Organized the industry consultation on 7 April  relative to the proposed Philippine Merchant Marine Rules and Regulations  (PMMRR of 1997). 

The Philippine Association of Fastferries Operators  for Sea Travel (Philfast) was formed on 15 September under the auspices of Director Roberto C. Arceo. PHILFAST is presently composed of eight  (8) high speed craft operators based in region VII. 

Organized the Vessel Safety Inspection System (VSIS) Training on 26-29 September which was participated in by some sixty-six (66) MARINA engineers. The training covered both the theoretical and practical aspects of vessel inspection.     

1998 Organized the second Vessel Safety Inspection System (VSIS) Training on 28 January - 1 February. This training was attended by thirty-two (32) MARINA engineers.  

The Dumaguete Extension Office was temporarily deactivated effective 15 July   in line with the austerity program of the government.

Atty. Glenn G. Cabañez re-assumed as Regional Director on 16 November vice Director Roberto C. Arceo who was designated Director of MISO, MARINA Central Office.

1999 Prepared for the Maritime Summit scheduled in March this year. This involved meeting the various shipping associations based in Cebu to draw up possible solutions to the problems confronting the shipping industry for presentation during the summit.

Organized the various orientation seminars on the planned implementation of the ISM Code on certain vessels operating in the domestic trade starting this year. 


Atty Cabañez chosen Model Director of the Year  

2001
Started issuing the Qualification Document Certification (QDC)  (July 18)

2002
MARINA VII transferred to its new office at the Cebu Chamber of Commerce and Industry Bldg., Corner 11th and 13th Avenues, North Reclamation Area, Cebu City   (April 1) 
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